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1 John 

Chapter 2:12-14 

 

Suggested Preparation 

• Pray for God to give understanding and attentiveness, as well as faith and obedience 

o Pray through Psalm 119:33-40 (pertaining to God’s Word) 

o Psalm 119:35 – Lead me in the path of your commandments, for I delight in it. 

• Read all of 1 John (in one sitting, out loud) 

• Read 1 John 2:12-14 in 5-6 different translations (ESV, NASB, NKJV, NIV, CSB, NET) 

 

Study Questions 

A. REVIEW: 

- Looking at verses 1:6-7, 1:8-10, 2:4-5, and 2:9-10, what contrasts between believers and unbelievers has 

the apostle John highlighted? 

- From verse 1:1 through 2:11, what has John said about his “writing” this letter? (See 1:4, 2:1, 2:7, and 

2:8) 

 

 

B. Verse 12: 

- Who is addressed? 

- Why does John address them? (“... because... “) 

- Based on whose name (or: on whose account) are their sins forgiven? 

 

 

C. REFLECTION: 

* Based on the rest of the letter, who does “little children” refer to? (See 2:1, 2:28, 3:7, 3:18, 4:4, 5:21) 

* What does it mean that their sins are forgiven “for His name’s sake” (or “on account of His name”)? 

* What is the status of their sins? 
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D. Verse 13: 

- Who is addressed first? 

- Why are they addressed? 

- Who specifically is “him who is from the beginning”? 

- Who is addressed second? 

- Why are they addressed? 

- Who is addressed third? 

- Why are they addressed? 

 

 

E. REFLECTION: 

* What do you think John means by the distinction between “fathers” and “young men”? 

* Is there a relationship between those addressed as “fathers” and the reason that they are addressed 

(“because you know...”)? 

* What about between “young men” and the reason that they are addressed? 

* What is the relationship between what v12 says of “little children” and what v13 says of “children”? 

 

 

F. Verse 14: 

- Who is addressed first? 

- Why are they addressed? 

- Who is addressed second? 

- What three points are made about those who are addressed second? 

 

 

G. REFLECTION: 

* Why do you think v14 repeats almost identically what v13 says of “fathers”? 

* Compared with v13, what two additional points does v14 make about “young men”? 

* What significance do those two additional points have as related to the 3rd point? 

 

 

H. How would you state the point of this paragraph? 

 

 


